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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  A 
LEGAL  STUDIES  3080:  CRIMINAL  LAW 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  42  marks  out  of  the  total  100  marks  for  the  assignments. 
The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your  Student  Module  Booklet 
and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully  before 
submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

When  responding  to  the  questions  in  this  booklet,  you  are  encouraged  to  use  a computer 
and  word-processing  application  wherever  reasonably  possible.  If  you  use  a computer,  be 
sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  carefully  proofread.  Include  your  name, 
course  name,  and  assignment  question  number  on  each  page.  Alternatively,  you  may  be 
able  to  arrange  with  your  teacher  to  submit  your  written  assignments  by  e-mail. 

Section  1 Assignment:  Our  Criminal  Justice  System 

1 . Put  a check  mark  (/)  beside  each  of  the  following  actions  that  would  be  considered 
criminal  acts  in  Canada. 


Jason  carelessly  leaves  his  car  parked  in  neutral;  it  roils  down  the 
driveway  and  into  the  side  of  Bernie's  car  parked  across  the  street. 

1 J 

Maeve  is  too  busy  to  shovel  her  sidewalk  and  Mr.  Gervais 
slips  on  the  ice  and  breaks  a hip. 

1 

Thomasin  sells  narcotics  to  a neighbour. 

Brad  parks  in  a zone  reserved  for  people  with  disabilities.  j 

Saied  signs  a contract  to  sell  his  house  but 
refuses  to  move  out  on  the  stipulated  date. 

V 

Jan  sells  cigarettes  to  minors  at  her  convenience  store. 

I 

i 

1 ! 

i J 

When  you've  finished  answering  the  preceding  question,  return  to  page  20  of  the 
LGS  3080  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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2.  Indicate  whether  each  of  the  following  statements  is  true  or  false  by  circling  the  letter 

Tor  F. 

T F a.  All  crimes  in  Canada  are  laid  out  in  the  Criminal  Code. 

T F b.  Alberta's  Traffic  Safety  Act  is  an  example  of  quasi-criminal  law. 

T F c.  At  the  time  of  confederation,  jurisdiction  over  criminal  law  in  Canada  was 

given  to  the  federal  government. 

T F d.  The  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  was  established  and  is  maintained  by  the 

province  of  Alberta. 

T F e.  A young  offender  will  normally  be  tried  in  the  Provincial  Court,  Criminal 

Division. 

T F f.  A trial  over  a traffic  violation  will  be  held  in  the  Provincial  Court,  Civil 

Division. 

T F g.  The  appeal  of  a conviction  in  a serious  criminal  case  will  likely  be  tried  in 

Alberta's  Court  of  Appeal. 

T F h.  In  a court  as  important  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  all  the  judges 

must  agree  before  a decision  is  reached. 

T F i.  Youths  accused  of  a crime  who  want  to  take  advantage  of  an  extrajudicial 

sanctions  program  must  plead  guilty  to  the  crimes  with  which  they're 
charged. 

T F j.  In  the  legal  world,  a precedent  is  a law  passed  by  a governing  body. 


When  you’ve  finished  answering  the  preceding  questions,  return  to  page  29  of  the 
LGS  3080  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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Section  2 Assignment:  The  Crime,  the  Arrest,  and  Pre-trial  Procedures 

1 . Read  the  following  case  and  answer  the  questions  based  on  it. 

In  the  case  of  R.  v.  Richard  and  Walker  (1981),  both  accuseds  were  charged  with 
possession  of  a prohibited  weapon  under  Sections  84  to  90  of  the  Criminal  Code. 

Section  84(l)(b)  includes  as  a prohibited  weapon  “any  knife  that  has  a blade  that  opens 
automatically  by  gravity  or  centrifugal  force  or  by  hand  pressure  . . . Each  accused 
possessed  a buck  knife,  which  has  a length  of  steel  along  the  back  of  the  handle  that 
functions  like  a spring  to  keep  the  blade  out  in  use  and  tucked  inside  the  handle  when 
collapsed.  Evidence  was  presented  that  though  the  knife  was  designed  to  be  opened 
by  pulling  the  blade,  over  time  the  strip  of  metal  can  weaken,  allowing  the  knife  to  be 
opened  with  a flick  of  the  wrist. 

The  arresting  officer  showed  the  court  that  this  could  be  done  with  both  of  the  accuseds' 
knives.  In  their  defence,  the  accused  men  claimed  that  they  had  been  unaware  that  this 
could  be  done.  The  trial  judge  found  them  guilty  of  possessing  a prohibited  weapon,  so 
they  appealed  to  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  were  acquitted.  The  appeal  judge  found  that 
both  accused  lacked  the  necessary  mens  rea  for  this  offence. 

a.  Explain  mens  rea  and  how  it  applies  to  a criminal  offence. 


b.  Explain  actus  reus  and  how  it  applies  to  a criminal  case. 
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Why  would  the  trial  judge  have  likely  convicted  Richard  and  Walker?  Explain  your 
answer  in  terms  of  mens  rea  and/or  actus  reus. 


d.  Explain  why  the  appeal  court  judge  would  have  overturned  the  trial  court's  verdict. 


2.  Match  the  types  of  mens  rea  on  the  left  with  the  explanations  on  the  right  by  putting 
the  Roman  numerals  from  the  right-hand  column  in  the  appropriate  spaces. 


a. 

b. 


c. 


d. 


f. 


general  intent 
specific  intent 
recklessness 
strict  liability 
absolute  liability 
willful  blindness 


i.  There  must  be  proof  of  intent  beyond  an 
inferred  intent  to  commit  the  act. 

ii.  Proof  of  the  act  is  all  that's  needed,  but  due 
diligence  can  be  a defence. 

iii.  Proof  of  the  act  is  all  that's  needed  and  no 
defence  is  admitted. 

iv.  Proof  that  the  accused  ignored  the  likely 
results  of  the  act  is  necessary. 

v.  Mens  rea  is  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the 
accused  consciously  did  the  act. 

vi.  Mens  rea  is  established  if  it's  shown  that  the 
accused  deliberately  failed  to  ask  questions 
knowing  they  should  be  asked. 


When  you’ve  finished  answering  the  preceding  questions,  return  to  page  49  of  the 
LGS  3080  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 


Legal  Studies  3080 


5 


Assignment  Booklet  A 


3.  In  the  chart  that  follows  put  check  marks  (/)  in  the  right-hand  column  to  indicate  the 
situations  in  which  a police  officer  can  make  an  arrest  without  a warrant. 


Situations 

The  officer  reasonably  believes  someone  has 
just  committed  an  indictable  offence. 

The  officer  reasonably  believes  someone  is  about 
to  commit  a summary  conviction  offence. 

J Legality  ^ 

j 

! 

The  officer  reasonably  believes  someone 
is  committing  an  indictable  offence. 

[he  officer  reasonably  believes  someone  is 
about  to  commit  an  indictable  offence. 

i 

i 

The  officer  reasonably  believes  someone  has  just 

1 

committed  a summary  conviction  offence. 

j 

The  officer  reasonably  believes  someone  is 

| 

j 

^ committing  a summary  conviction  offence. 

j 

4.  Katrin,  a normally  mild-mannered  kindergarten  teacher,  notices  a suspicious-looking 
individual  bending  down  near  her  neighbour's  basement  window.  Knowing  her 
neighbours  are  away,  and  being  fed  up  with  the  rash  of  burglaries  in  the  area,  Katrin 
decides  that  enough  is  enough;  she'll  stop  this  crime  before  it  even  gets  started.  Hoping 
her  karate  lessons  will  stand  her  in  good  stead  if  things  get  nasty,  Katrin  rushes  into 
her  neighbour's  yard,  accosts  the  stranger,  and  tells  him  he's  under  arrest  and  that  she's 
taking  him  to  the  police  station. 

a.  Is  Katrin  acting  within  her  legal  rights?  Explain  why  or  why  not. 


b.  If  Katrin  succeeds  in  arresting  the  man  and  taking  him  to  the  police  and  it  turns  out 
he's  the  gas-meter  reader  doing  his  job,  could  Katrin  be  in  legal  trouble  of  her  own? 
Explain  your  answer. 
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c.  If  Katrin  encountered  the  man  actually  breaking  into  her  own  basement  window, 
could  she  legally  arrest  him?  Explain. 


d.  If  Katrin  encountered  a suspect  being  pursued  by  the  police,  could  she  legally  arrest 
him  or  her?  Explain. 


When  you’ve  finished  answering  the  preceding  questions,  return  to  page  57  of  the 
LGS  3080  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 


5.  In  the  chart  that  follows,  put  a check  mark  (/)  in  the  right-hand  column  beside  each 
situation  in  which  the  police  have  acted  legally. 


The  police  see  a scruffy-iooking  young  man  on  the  street. 

They  stop  to  question  him,  and,  finding  him  rude  and  unco-operative, 
they  frisk  him  for  drugs,  weapons,  or  stolen  property. 

f 

An  officer  obtains  a warrant  to  search  a home  for  illegal  drugs. 
While  in  the  residence,  the  officer  decides  to  look  in 
drawers  and  closets  for  stolen  property  as  well. 

When  a homeowner  refuses  the  police  entry  into  her  home  because  the 
date  on  the  search  warrant  is  wrong,  the  police,  knowing  that  any 
evidence  will  be  destroyed  if  they  wait  any  longer,  force  their  way  in. 

Having  good  reason  to  believe  that  illegal  alcohol  is  being  produced 
on  a premises,  the  police,  wanting  to  seize  a batch  before  it’s  shipped  out 
later  that  day,  search  a detached  garage  without  a warrant. 

While  searching  a home  for  illegal  drugs  with  a warrant,  the  police  decide 
to  search  a resident  of  the  home  whom  they  have  good  reason  to 
suspect  is  carrying  illegal  drugs,  but  whom  they  haven't  arrested. 

The  police  stop  a car  being  driven  down  the  wrong  side  of  the  road. 

When  the  driver  rolls  down  the  window,  the  officer  smells  strong  alcohol  fumes. 
v He  searches  the  car  for  illegal  alcohol. 

y 
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6.  Forrest  is  stopped  by  the  police  while  driving  his  motorcycle.  After  questioning  him, 
the  officer  says  "You're  under  arrest."  "Oh  no  I'm  not!"  replies  Forrest,  gunning  his 
motorcycle  and  roaring  off.  Is  Forrest  under  arrest?  Explain  your  answer  fully. 


7.  Jose,  recently  made  a Canadian  citizen  and  still  unable  to  understand  English  very  well, 
was  arrested  for  shoplifting.  The  arresting  officer  quickly  recited  his  rights  to  him  and 
asked  him  if  he  understood.  Jose,  intimidated  by  the  officer  and  the  Canadian  justice 
system  he  didn't  yet  understand,  nodded  and  smiled,  trying  not  to  antagonize  the 
officer.  When  the  officer  began  questioning  him,  he  did  his  best  in  his  broken  English  to 
understand  and  respond. 

Have  Jose's  rights  been  violated,  or  has  the  police  officer  done  all  that's  necessary?  In 
your  answer  be  sure  to  explain  just  what  rights  a person  has  upon  arrest. 


When  you’ve  finished  answering  the  preceding  questions,  return  to  page  68  of  the 
LGS  3080  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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Fill  in  the  blanks  in  the  following  sentences. 

a.  A criminal  offence  that  the  Crown  can  decide  to  treat  by  way  of  indictment  or  by 

way  of  summary  conviction  is  called  a(n) offence. 

b.  If,  for  a minor  offence,  a police  officer  writes  out  and  gives  you  a notice  on  the  spot 

telling  you  to  appear  in  court,  you've  been  given  a(n) 


c.  A justice  of  the  peace  issues  a warrant  after  a police  officer  swears,  or  lays,  a(n) 


d.  A person  arrested  or  detained  and  held  in  custody  without  being  brought  before  a 

judge  may  apply  for  a writ  of to  remedy  this 

situation. 

e.  A lawyer  available  at  the  police  station  or  on  duty  at  the  court  to  advise  people  who 
have  been  arrested  or  are  making  their  first  court  appearance  is  called  a 


f.  The  mandatory  process  whereby  an  accused  meets  with  the  Crown  prosecutor  prior 

to  a trial  by  judge  and  jury  to  ensure  that  the  accused  understands  the  case  being 
made  against  him  or  her  is  known  as 

g.  If  an  accused  agrees  with  the  Crown  to  plead  guilty  to  a ldsser  offence  than  the  one 

originally  charged, has  gone  on. 


h.  The  document,  part  of  Canada's  constitution,  that  guarantees  Canadians  certain 
legal  rights  is  the 


■ ' ■:  ■ - ■ • ^ . *.&!:  x : : . . 


When  you've  finished  answering  the  preceding  questions,  submit  this 
Assignment  Booklet  for  assessment.  Then  return  to  page  78  of  the 
LGS  3080  Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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